
  

 1 ARB Minutes 2/15/12 

 

Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 

7:30 pm 

 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday, February 15, 2012, at 

the Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 
Members Present:   Chairman Kevin Kelly  

Patty Kiernan 

Jim MacDonald 

 
Members Absent:  Bruce Hartleben  

 

Staff Present:   None 

 

Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 
 

New Cases: 

 

1. Singleton, Davis & Singleton   Case #ARB12-02 
 120 Main Street      Signage  

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

   

Chairman Kelly called the first case, Singleton, Davis & Singleton – 120 
Main Street.  Carl Theile appeared before the Board.   

 

Mr. Theile explained that he represented Singleton & Singleton.  He stated 

that the reason they are requesting signage is because of the ongoing 

problem of people walking into the building and thinking it is the old post 
office.  Because of this issue, it is important that the signage is very 

visible within the parameters.  Chairman Kelly clarified that at this 

meeting the Board is only reviewing the main entry sign and the 

secondary sign by the rear door.  Mr. Theile stated that was correct.  
 

Chairman Kelly stated that the proposal is a compliant sign.  Chairman 

Kelly stated that he was concerned that it would be difficult to read the 

hanging signs underneath the main sign.  Mr. Theile explained that the 
applicants thinking was that as you are coming towards the building they 

didn’t think you needed the names of the individual attorneys from the 

street level, just the name of the firm.  Jim MacDonald asked if there was 

any existing signage there now.  Mr. Theile explained that there was no 
signage there currently.  Mr. Theile explained that the sign is made out of 

pvc and is engraved with black lettering.  Patty Kiernan stated that she 

thinks the sign appears to be enormous, but it is compliant.  Jim 

MacDonald added that it looks long.  Chairman Kelly asked if any lighting 

was proposed?  Mr. Theile stated there was no lighting being presented.  
Chairman Kelly asked how many square feet the applicant is allowed?  The 

Board Secretary stated they are allowed 15 square feet.    

 

Patty Kiernan made the suggestion that because the sign seems so large 
maybe it would look better if the posts were painted black.  Jim 

MacDonald stated that he thought that would look very nice against the 

black lettering.  Mr. Theile stated that the posts are currently white, the 

standard coloring, and that the sign is sitting in his shop.  Jim MacDonald 
stated that it would be possible to paint the posts.  Chairman Kelly asked 
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what the posts are made of.  Mr. Theile explained that they are made of 

pvc.  Chairman Kelly said that the posts look a little spaghetti like, and 

suggested maybe a base would give it some dimension.  He suggested 
wrapping some azac around the base, especially because the location is 

such a prominent location in the town.  Chairman Kelly clarified that the 

other Board members would prefer the color of posts to be black, and that 

he remained neutral on the color of the posts.  He added that he would 
like to see some more articulation on the posts, which is easy to apply.    

 

Motion:  Jim MacDonald made the motion to accept the signage for 

120 Main Street, both the front and rear sign, with the added 
exception that the Board would like the posts to be painted black 

and a base added to the posts.  Patty Kiernan seconded the 

motion.  All ayes. 

 
2. Edward Jones Investments   Case #ARB12-03 

 71 Smith Avenue     Signage  

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

 

Chairman Kelly called the second case, Edward Jones Investments – 71 
Smith Avenue.  Nobody appeared at the meeting to represent the 

application, but the Board still chose to review and comment on the 

application. 

 
Jim MacDonald stated that the application is not a great photo of the 

proposal, and that the bracket is disappearing.  Chairman Kelly noted that 

the background color of the sign is like a black-green.  He asked if the 

Board would prefer the post to be black or white (as proposed)?  Jim 
MacDonald stated that because of the location of the bracket the sign is in 

strange proportion, and he would much rather see the sign higher up or 

the post lower.  Chairman Kelly stated that the “Howard” sign on the 

bottom is not really portrayed.  Jim MacDonald stated that the “Howard” 

sign is in a strange relationship to the sign, and that it is smaller.  
Chairman Kelly stated that the “Howard” sign would be nicer in the dark 

green background with white letters and white border that matches the 

sign above it to tie the whole sign together.  He also said he didn’t really 

feel strongly about the post being black or white.  Jim MacDonald stated 
that he thought the metal bracket should be painted, either black or 

white, probably white.  Chairman Kelly stated that is where it gets 

interesting because if you paint the bracket white, than what do you do at 

the top?  Patty Kiernan said that part didn’t bother her too much.  Jim 
MacDonald said it was too bad they even need the side brackets, normally 

you can just hang it from the top.  Chairman Kelly stated maybe the side 

color should match the background color and keep the white band, so you 

don’t lose the bracket if the bracket is black, and it will kind of tie it all 
together.  He also stated that the post will be black, and the “Howard” 

sign will match the same border and width as the sign above it.  The 

Board agreed with the Chairman.  Patty Kiernan added that she thinks the 

post should be cut down.   

 
Chairman Kelly wanted to make a list of things the Board wants for the 

sign to be approved.  The first thing is the Board would like the post to be 

painted black.  The “Howard” sign needs to be the same width as the sign 

above it, as well as having the same green background with white letters 
and white border.  The Board also wants the edge of the sign to be a dark 

background.  The post of the sign needs to be reduced by one foot making 

the post measure six feet to make it more proportional.  A base of ten 

inches (plus or minus) needs to be added to the bottom of the post, and a 
four inch trim piece needs to be added to the top of the post.  
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Chairman Kelly explained that the Board could do two things.  He said the 

Board could approve the application subject to the changes, or the 

applicant could come back next month.  Chairman Kelly wanted to note on 
the record that if the applicant is happy with the changes then they have 

an approval, and therefore would not have to come back to the Board.  If 

the applicant is not happy with the changes, they can come back to the 

Board next month.   
 

Motion:  Jim MacDonald made the motion to accept the signage for 

71 Smith Avenue based on the Boards changes.  Patty Kiernan 

seconded the motion.  All ayes.  
 

3. Kisco Learning Center     Case #ARB12-04 

 117 Smith Avenue     Signage  

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 
 

Chairman Kelly called the third case, Kisco Learning Center – 117 Smith 

Avenue.  Jim Han (owner of the property) and Chip Welsh of Welsh Signs 

appeared before the Board. 

 
Mr. Han explained that he would like to install new signage for his 

building.  Chairman Kelly stated that the sign is a pvc sign on the 

signboard, with applied black lettering.  Chairman Kelly asked if the new 

sign is proposed to be in the exact same location as the old sign, and Mr. 
Welsh responded yes.  Mr. Welsh explained that the post is already in the 

cement, and they would dig it out a bit and make it nice and straight.  Mr. 

Welsh also handed out to the Board a rendering of the bracket they are 

going to use.  Mr. Welsh explained that it is a very nice looking bracket, 
which is all powder coated will not rust.  Chairman Kelly added the detail 

of the bracket for the record.   

 

Chairman Kelly asked if the pencil line was actually going to be part of the 

actual sign?  Mr. Welsh stated that is a gray pin stripe border that makes 
the sign look finished without putting a molding on it.  Chairman Kelly 

questioned whether the pencil line will be able to be seen.  Mr. Welsh 

explained that it was just a subtle effect to make the sign look finished.  

Chairman Kelly said he agreed, but it may get lost.  Patty Kiernan 
suggested doing the gray line in black, but Mr. Welsh stated he didn’t 

think that would look as nice.  Mr. Welsh said he thought it didn’t 

necessarily have to be seen.  Jim MacDonald added that it is a nice detail 

but it may be a little bit too subtle, he suggested maybe making it thicker.  
Mr. Welsh said he thought the subtleness is there to finish the sign and 

soften the edge, and that he didn’t want it to jump out.  Chairman Kelly 

stated that the concern is that it won’t be visible when someone is driving 

down the street.  Mr. Welsh stated that it is not meant to be seen, the 
text is what is meant to be seen.  He explained that when someone is 

walking down the street it is a nice little detail that finishes the sign.  Mr. 

Welsh stated the boldness of the line is a matter of opinion.  Chairman 

Kelly stated he wants the business to be successful, and he wants people 

to see from the signage that the business is there.   
 

Jim MacDonald stated that he thought the font seemed a little plain, he 

asked if the business had a logo.  Mr. Han said he did not have a logo.  

Mr. Welsh stated he thought the font was a nice plain font with a little bit 
of character to it that reads well.  Jim MacDonald said he thinks what he 

may be reacting to is that the bracket is very ornamental and the lettering 

is much more clean-line, which is a little bit of a different vocabulary.  He 

said that they are not in the same language, which may be fine.  Mr. 
Welsh stated that the bracket is also black, so it will blend in with the 



  

 4 ARB Minutes 2/15/12 

background.  He stated that the decorative bracket from a distance will 

just look like a black stripe until you walk up close to it.  Jim MacDonald 

went back to the suggestion of making the post black.  He stated that with 
a black post he thought the sign would jump out more.  Patty Kiernan 

agreed.  Jim MacDonald also suggested adding a little base.  Mr. Welsh 

stated as a designer he thinks the sign looks nice.  He said he believes it 

is clean, neat, and professional looking.  Mr. Welsh does not like the idea 
of having a black post and a white sign hanging out all by itself.  Jim 

MacDonald stated he personally thinks it would look better with a black 

post.  Mr. Welsh thinks as a designer it would look a lot nicer, clearer, and 

more professional having the post white.  If the post is white, it will match 
the building.  Mr. Welsh also stated it is a matter of opinion.  Chairman 

Kelly stated that the applicant can keep the white post, but he needs to 

add a little base to the bottom and put a little piece of trim on the upper 

piece.  Mr. Welsh asked if the Board would like the base and trim piece 
black.  Chairman Kelly clarified that the base and trim piece should be 

white.  He said he thinks this will add a little character to the post, which 

matches the ornateness of the bracket.  Chairman Kelly asked overall how 

tall the sign was.  Mr. Welsh stated the height of the sign is seven feet.   

 
Chairman Kelly wanted to recap the application.  He stated the posts will 

be white, there will be an additional detail installed on the top and on the 

bottom, and the gray line will be kept as submitted. 

 
Motion:  Patty Kiernan made the motion to accept the signage for 

117 Smith Avenue with the addition of the trim pieces on top and 

bottom.  Jim MacDonald seconded the motion.  All ayes.  

 
Minutes:  

 

January 18, 2012  

 

The Board tabled the minutes and will vote on them at the next meeting. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Kevin Kelly 

Chairman 


